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«Shining
day»
cushion

Playful animals, birds, and
fish enjoy the sun in this
gorgeous hand embroidered
cushion. 40cm square
handloom cotton cover (from
a Gujarat artisans’ co-op).
Includes luxuIncludes luxury feather pad.

Visit
One Village
Worldshop
on the A44
in Woodstock
OX20 1TH

£33 complete. 
More cushion ideas online,
and at the shop, 
including coordinated
«Silvery night» cushion

Or collect and take home yourself
from our Worldshop in Woodstock

UK delivery
£3.50 per order.

 01608 811811
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Counting down to carbon neutral
by Jo Duckles

AFTER seven years of hard work, St 
George the Martyr in Newbury is to 
become one of the first carbon neutral 
churches in the UK.
   Of 16,000 CofE churches, St George’s 
is set to become one of the first to install 
a ground source heat pump, drawing 
natural heat from under the ground and 
eliminating the need for a gas boiler. The 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud, joined in the drilling for the pump, 
an event that grabbed the attention of ITV 
Meridian and the local press.
   The ambitious project was launched in 
November 2009 by the former Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Lord Carey of Clifton and 
the Nobel laureate, Sir John Houghton. 
Back then the church had a gas guzzling 
and failing heating system. At the time, 
the Vicar, the Revd Paul Cowan likened the 
boiler to a dragon that needed slaying. He 
was quoted in the Door saying: “Like the 
dragon of old it emits carbon fumes.” The 
building also had problems with damp and 
no disabled access to the main entrance.
    St George’s was built as a memorial, 
both to those who lost their lives on Wash 
Common in 1643 and those who died in 
the First World War. 
   Paul says: “We had a beautiful building 
that was underused, undervalued and 
unfit for purpose. It is now available for 
the community for events and concerts 
and with no set hire rates, it makes the 
building available to everyone.”
   Since then more than £1m has been 
raised, 40 per cent by the church 
congregation and 60 per cent from 
external funders. And the solar panels 
and ground source heat pump mean St 
George’s can generate income via the 
Government’s tariffs for the next 20 years.

   “We are planning to use some of that 
income to support other charities and 
projects,” says Paul. The project is of 
national and international relevance as 
the latest developments come just months 
after the Paris climate talks in December 
2015, when world leaders agreed to 
keep global warming to Two Degrees 
Celsius, pursue renewable energy and 
provide £100 billion in climate finance for 
developing countries.
The project has included:
• Installing 129 solar panels
• Connection to the National Grid to 

supply green electricity
• Secondary glazing to clerestory 

windows
• New insulated barrel vault ceiling
• New thermal entrance lobby with 

automatic doors
• Insulation of north and south 

transept ceilings
• Old floor taken up and underground 

insulation installed
• New stone floor in the church with 

under floor heating
• Old gas boiler replaced with modern 

efficient gas boiler
• Glazing of north transept area to 

create a new meeting room / thermal 
lobby

• Installation of Open Loop, Ground 
Source Heat Pump system.

Tackling loneliness: pages 
8 and 9

A Doctor of Divinity -  
page 11

Read more abou the project at www.
georgegoesgreen.org
Watch a short video here: www.oxford.
anglican.org/georgegoesgreen

Bishop Andrew drills for water with the Revd Paul Cowan. Photo: Jo Duckles
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THIS year Shinfield St Mary’s C of E 
Junior School took part in the National 
Gallery’s ‘Take One Picture’ initiative. 
A painting is chosen (this year’s was Mr 
and Mrs Andrews by Gainsborough) and 
children and teachers across the country 
put their imaginations to work in order 
to link as many curriculum areas as they 
can to the painting, and to produce work 
linked to all those themes.
   The main theme driving the work was 
past and present. Many of the children 
focused on farm machinery and transport, 
while others focused on the material of 
the dress and created silk maps of the 
village over time. All the teachers each 
gave an assembly about their favourite 
artists, which fascinated the children and 
made them look at art, and what art is, 
differently.
   The children in Years Three and Four 
spent a day at The Chiltern Open Air 
Museum, where the staff put activities 
together that linked to the painting and 
the themes the school identified. When 
they returned they made felt displays of 
transport of the past and present, as well 
as a chair in the style of the chair under 

the tree, and a life sized tree with one side 
looking natural and the other of metal, 
signifying technology and the new world. 
   The school does this for the first three 
weeks of the school year so that children 
will be immersed in the curriculum 
and their own imaginations from the  
beginning. 
   The headteacher, Sue Runicman said: “It 
has really paid off. We have a beautiful tree 
in our school hall that will always remind 
us of this wonderful time. Children who 
are new to the school have had the chance 
to work with a wide variety of adults 
and other children, and now feel like old 
hands; and to top it all, The National 
Gallery have been pleased enough with 
our work to ask us to send it to them, to 
exhibit in this year’s ‘Take One Picture’ 
Exhibition.”
   This work was led by Corinne Bullen, 
the school’s Art Manager, and Elaine 
Perrett, the English Manager. All the staff 
and children are very grateful to them, 
and to the staff of the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum.

Children’s artwork on display at the National Gallery

A silk map of Shinfield, created by pupils. Photo: Corinne Bullen

A FRESH new Abingdon Passion 
Play has been produced by Chris 
Matthewman, the founder of the 
Christian drama company, Lamps 
Collective. The 2016 play hopes to 
build on the popularity and success 
of the inaugural production which 
took place in the Abbey Gardens 
on Palm Sunday 2013. It offers 
opportunities for people of all 
ages to come and retell the story 
of Easter in a dramatically exciting 
and accessible way. 
   Directed by Sam Pullen-Campbell, 
also of Lamps,  the play aims to 
bring fresh moments of humour 
and lightness to the well-known 
story. Sam hopes the production 
will show the power of live 
communication in an age when 
we’re all glued to our screens 
so much of the time. There’s an 
immediacy and reality to people 
actually talking and enacting events 
live.
   The Passion Play uses a band 
of storytellers to give the piece 
its narrative drive, rather like a 
Greek chorus. They have a dual function 
in that they both take part in the action 
as characters and also stand back from it 
to comment on it.  The storytellers are 
female like many of the followers of Jesus, 
but here they are given a voice which 
they would not have had 2,000 years ago.  
It also gives women equal performing 
opportunities with the men and provides 
a balance so that women in the audience 
have characters with whom they can 
identify.  
   Music is integral to the production 
because it is very simply staged and will 
be performed outdoors in daylight; the 
music helps to evoke atmosphere and 
create mood in the same way that lighting 
might do in a theatre. It also illustrates 
and underscores the action dramatically 
and movingly. The play also showcases 
the many talented choirs and musical 
performers in Abingdon.  Heidi Cottrell 

has composed a beautiful new score with 
nine songs written for a variety of actors 
and singers. As well as over 40 adults 
from Kennington, Radley, Chinnor and 
Abingdon (both church choirs, worship 
groups and community choirs) there  are 
six primary schools involved too. Sally 
Mears, who is conducting the choirs 
says that it is a real community effort 
and a pleasure to be working with such 
committed people. 
   The main aim of the production is to 
convey the Easter story  and to tell it 
clearly, entertainingly and accessibly. 
The organisers hope that it brings the 
community together to enjoy a live 
experience, offering people of all ages the 
opportunity to participate either on stage 
or off, or simply to come and watch. 
Abingdon Passion Play is being 
performed on Sunday 13 March at 11am 
and 3pm in the Market Square and 
admission is free.  Everyone is welcome.

The return of the Abingdon Passion Play

       Photo: Diocese of Oxford.              

Is there a future for Church schools?
THE Revd Nigel Genders, the Chief 
Education Officer for the Church of 
England, will be in conversation with 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham and Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education this month. 
  The Government’s Education Bill 
suggestst there may be significant 
challenges ahead for Church schools. Nigel 
is a key player in shaping the Church’s 
policy response to strategic Government 

thinking on the issue. Nigel will be taking 
questions from the floor on this key topic.
   This event is part of The Right 
Programme series for Chairs of Governors 
of our church schools. It takes place on 
Wednesday 2 March at the Oxford Thames 
Four Pillars Hotel in Sandford on Thames, 
Oxford OX4 4GX.
To book email tracy.richardson@oxford.
anglican.org or call 01865 208242. 

A CHARITY that provides vital 
literacy skills to children has 
been given a new lease of life 
thanks to St Mark’s Church, 
Reading. 
   ABC to Read was facing 
eviction from its offices 
but has found a new base 
at the church.  The Revd 
Nicholas Cheeseman, the 
Vicar of Reading St Mark’s 
and All Saints, said: “We 
have been looking for some 
time to share our resources 
with local charities and 
community groups and 
ABC to Read are a superb 
organisation that support a 
number of our local schools.  
We are really glad to be able to welcome them.”
   Marcia Rowlinson, the ABC to Read Chief Operating and Development Officer, said: 
“It’s so important for us to have a secure base. It enables us to do the work we do to 
an incredibly high standard so we are very thankful to the Church of St Mark for their 
generosity in helping us out.”
   ABC to Read has been working with volunteer mentors for over a decade to support 
youngsters who are struggling with their reading. The primary school children 
selected to work with an ABC to Read mentor are identified by the schools as those 
children who would benefit most from one-to-one support.
   Mark added: “The PCC has worked hard at developing partnerships with the local 
community in a number of ways, and their welcoming of ABC to Read is the latest.”
In September last year Greek and Serbian Orthodox Churches began worshipping 
in St Mark’s. The WREN free school had office facilities and All Saints Junior School 
started its life in the All Saints Hall. 

Church gives home to literacy charity

       Photo: Shutterstock.              
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Getting involved in Fairtrade Fortnight
AS the Door was going to press people in 
churches and church schools were gearing 
up to take part in Fairtrade Fortnight (29 
February to 9 March).
   Big Fairtrade Breakfasts are among 
the events happening across the Diocese 
of Oxford, raising awareness of the 
importance of giving a fair price to food 
producers globally. The Acting Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, is set 
to join the Oxford Fairtrade Coalition’s 
Fairtrade Breakfast with the Lord Mayor of 
Oxford on 29 Febuary.  
   In Stony Stratford, an International 
Women’s Day event was set to recognise 
Fairtrade Fortnight with stalls and a focus 
on how women and girls can be supported 
to achieve their  ambitions. The event 
takes place at York House, London Road, 
Stony Stratford on Friday 4 March at 

7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 and a raffle will 
raise funds for doMK Act, a charity which 
works to help women and children  who 
are escaping domestic violence. Tickets 
from d.greaves2015@gmail.com or by 
texting 07818484221. 
   Meanwhile the Milton Keynes Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign will be hosting 
a presentation entitled Fairtrade – 
Bringing Resilience to Palestinian Farmers 
on Tuesday 1 March, 7.30pm to 9pm 
at 602 North Rose, MK9 3BJ.  Email 
miltonkeynespsc@gmail.com for more 
information.
   Banbury, where the Real Easter Egg is 
now produced (see the February edition 
of the Door), is celebrating  10 years as a 
Fairtrade Town with a special Fairtrade 
event at Sainsbury’s on 12 March. An 
inter-school competition to design a 
Fairtrade car sticker has been held. It was 
won by Harriet Lewis-Moody, who is in 
Year Five at Deddington CE Primary. The 
prize will be presented by the BBC’s John 
Craven at the Sainsbury’s event. 
   And Deddington CE Primary School will 
be having its own Fairtrade Day on 11 
March with a cake/biscuit competition 

judged by a local caterer, as well as 
assemblies, a non-uniform day and 
Traidcraft stalls. 
   Meanwhile at Warfield Church in 
Berkshire, the congregation enjoyed a 

Fairtrade breakfast. Juliet Date, from 
Warfield, said: “We have done this to raise 
awareness of the importance of Fairtrade 
for farmers in the global south and closer 
to home.”

For more on Fairtrade Fortnight go to 
the Fairtrade Foundation website:
www.fairtrade.org.uk

THE children and staff of Marsh Gibbon CE School threw open the doors of their 
new classrooms last month ready for the official ribbon cutting by the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham.  
   Past staff, governors, village residents and people with connections to the school 
shared in the festivities. Previously only accommodating children up to Year 4, pupils 
had to go to alternative schools for two years. Two new eco-friendly classrooms were 
built in a matter of months and the kitchen has been extended. Julie Hickey, the 
headteacher, said: “We are delighted with our new classrooms and kitchen, and want 
to thank everyone for all their hard work and effort which has enabled us to achieve 
this. Pupil numbers have gone up nearly 50 per cent since we in  itially announced 
our plans to extend and I am extremely proud of our brilliant school.”
The children are pictured above performing for Bishop Alan during the opening 
festivities. 

Celebrations at Marsh Gibbon School
MUMS across the diocese are being 
offered posies and Simnel cake on 
Mothering Sunday, 6 March, while mums 
from Sudan to Burundi are getting the 
chance of a new life, all courtesy of 
Mothers’ Union members in Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon. 
   “We’re not just brightening lives this 
Mothering Sunday, we’re making new 
ones,” says Alison Bennett, the new 
Diocesan President of the Mothers’ 
Union in Oxford Diocese. “Mothering 
Sunday is transforming lives in seven 
African countries through members 
giving gifts of hope as an alternative to 
chocolate and flowers this year. And each 
gets a card that wishes ‘Happy Mothering 
Sunday’ to give to their own mother.
   “Make a Mother’s Day is our biggest 
fundraising effort of the year and has a 
huge impact on the lives of many families 
around the world. The gifts available at 
www.makeamothersday.org/ range from 
£6 to set someone up on a Bible study 
course in Uganda to £100 to establish a 
self-help group in a church in, say, Burundi 
or The Sudan and start solving the 
problems of their community.”
   Mothers’ Union members who buy a gift 
in memory of a much loved mother either 
receive a card or have the name recorded 
in a yearly Remembrance book kept in the 
chapel at Mary Sumner House, in London.

Cake and posies on Mothering Sunday

Read more about the MU in the 
Oxford Diocese on their new website:
www.muoxford.org.uk/

Grant of more than £128,000 to extend the Churn’s Science Missioner project
THANKS to a major grant of £128,042 
from the Templeton World Charity 
Foundation, awarded to the Ian Ramsey 
Centre at Oxford University, the work of 
the Revd Jen Brown (pictured right) as 
Science Missioner at the Churn Benefice 
will be continued and extended. The role 
of Science Missioner was created in 2014 
to create greater engagement between the 
Church and those engaged in science and 
technology. 
   The three year grant is intended to 
develop links between the Church, Oxford 

University’s Faculty of Theology, and the 
growing technology community located 
around the UK Science Vale Campus.    
   Jen will continue her work as Science 
Missioner, while also working for the 
Ian Ramsey Centre in developing  its 
interest in theological reflection on new 
technological developments. 
   As well as beginning to develop links 
with individuals working at some of 
the area’s major science and technology 
centres, the Science Missioner project 
has sponsored events designed to engage 

with the public on issues of science and 
theology. These have included working 
with a parish on an event centred on 
the churchyard, connecting the science 
of ecology and conservation with the 
Christian perspective on stewardship 
and creation care, and partnering with 
Dorchester Abbey and Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon to sponsor public lectures on 
different issues in science and religion. 
The resources provided in the grant will 
provide for the development of future 
projects like these, as well as some larger 
events.

   The Revd 
Professor 
Alister 
McGrath, 
Director 
of the Ian 
Ramsey 
Centre, 
expressed 
delight at 
this new 
grant, and 
looked forward to working with Jen over 
the next three years.

Tucking into a Fairtrade breakfast are people from Warfield Church. Photo: Colin Date
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COMPASSION UK CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT
43 High Street, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8BB

Registered charity in England and Wales (1077216) and Scotland (SC045059)
Registered in England No: 03719092

KNOWN,
LOVED AND
PROTECTED

CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE TODAY
www.compassionuk.org

Compassion connects children living 
in the vulnerability of poverty with a 
sponsor.
 
Each sponsor enables a child to be 
loved and nurtured in their local 
church project. Here they are 
empowered to reach their full 
potential and taught about God’s 
love for them.
 
When you know and love a child, you 
do anything to protect them.
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by the Revd Charles Chadwick

There is currently a group, 
established by the Diocesan Board 
of Mission, whose function is 
to consider a range of strategic 

initiatives to enhance the rural church, 
and this book is a welcome introductory 
resource for all those who have an interest 
in rural ministry and its expression in the 
21st century. 
   The authors recognise the specific 
characteristics of rural ministry relating to 
context, culture and community and the 
need to be aware of the specific ways these 
impact on church life. In keeping with 
Living Faith there are resources related to 
mission and ministry including chapters 
on worship, evangelism, discipleship, 
children and young people, and developing 
Messy Church. The book offers a range of 
ideas, initiatives and approaches in these 
and other areas, drawing on a range of 
denominations.
   One of the most helpful sections is by 
Simon Martin who maintains that rural 
churches are particularly effective in 
showing Christ’s compassion to those in 
need and also in what might be termed low 
level nurture and teaching. He is realistic 
about the appropriateness of using some 
resources in the rural context and offers 
helpful ideas and resources such as the 
sharing of stories and the use of the 
Arthur Rank Centre’s Equipping for Rural 
Mission via www.germinate.net/go/
profiling. 
   As he rightly states small rural churches 
are not failed larger ones. Rather they 
have a range of expressions, networks and 

routes into their communities that enables 
them to function as a little yeast, that, in 
the words of Saint Paul to the Galatians, 
‘leavens the whole batch of dough’.
   Regarding discipleship and nurture, as 
in other chapters, a number of resources 
are offered alongside comments and 
observations from those who have 
used them. Again there is a helpful 
degree of realism here to enable one to 
assess whether what one might offer 
is appropriate not only for the local 
context and communities, but also for 
the resources one has available. This book 
could well be used by members of rural 
multi-parish benefices, and within rural 
deaneries, as a vehicle for gaining fresh 
insights for rural ministry. By focusing 
on each chapter in turn, resources for 
discussing mission and ministry could be 
creatively and imaginatively explored.  
The Revd Charles Chadwick is the Parish 
Development Adviser in the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry and Leader of the Rural 
Strategies Steering Group.

Resourcing Rural Ministry
Simon Martin
BRF
£8.99

by Ruth Hamilton-Jones

This is a collection of essays 
by an extraordinary group of 
individuals who have earned the 
right to describe their activities 

under the heading ‘pioneering spirituality’. 
They engage with those outside the church 
and living in a very different culture in 
order to share something of Christ. Their 
words are profoundly challenging and 
their experiences extremely wide-ranging. 
Subjects include: engaging with the dark 
and shadowy places that most of us avoid; 
drawing out the spirituality of childbirth; 
pioneering and the Eucharist; redeeming 
the everyday rituals young people are 
engaged in; unearthing spirituality 
through the arts, neighbourhood farming 
and pilgrimage. 
   The contributors wrestle with important 
issues: what is essentially Christian in 
what we are doing? What baggage am I 
carrying from my own culture/class/age 
group, etc that impacts on mission? How 
is my own theology affecting my actions? 
Where are we encountering God? How can 
I adapt ritual to suit those who are not 
reflective by nature?
   The fruits of all this intense work were 
inspirational: the discovery of rituals 
that young, mainly uneducated, people 
found life-giving; the wonder and joy of 
new mothers giving voice to the spiritual 
experience of sharing in the creation of 
new life; a humble examination of the 
history of the Eucharist leading to a new 
understanding of this sacred act; the joy 
of establishing everyday practices that 
connect people to God and each other. 

    I am 
saddened 
that this 
book is 
not more 
accessible 
because the 
ideas and 
experiences 
shared are 
so dynamic. 
Yet 
spirituality 
is studied 
by 
academics, 
and this 
book is 
a resource for their courses. There is 
something ironic here. These writers 
cross boundaries to connect with ordinary 
people, yet are expressing themselves in 
language that ordinary people never use. 
   The extent of this varies. Some of the 
contributors express their thoughts with 
beautiful simplicity. Others grapple with 
complex ideas in analytical ways that are 
obviously second nature to them. However, 
I felt that the academic approach might be 
inhibiting some contributors from sharing 
simple stories of encounters with God and 
others that illustrate everyday Christian 
faith. I frequently wanted to be given more 
practical examples of the points being 
made. I don’t often communicate with 
people so estranged from the church; these 
writers do all the time. 
   At its best, this book illustrates what 
happens when Christians do not conform 
to this age (or previous ages), but are 
transformed by the renewing of their 
minds - and then take action.
Ruth Hamilton-Jones is the 
Communications Assistant at the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

Pioneering Spirituality 
Cathy Ross and Jonny Baker
Canterbury Press
£19.99

Start by reading the Parable of the 
Sower (Mark 4: vs 3 - 9). 

Activities
1. Feasting: chicks
You will need (per chick):
• One cupcake
• Buttercream icing
• Yellow or brown fondant icing
• Orange fondant icing or a jelly diamond
• Chocolate dots
• Circular cookie cutter, the size of the 
cupcake
• Leaf-shaped cookie cutter
It is probably best to cut out all the 
shapes beforehand, unless the children 
are old enough to roll out quite a lot of 
fondant icing. From the yellow or brown 
icing, cut a circle to form the
body, and two leaf shapes, which will 
form the wings. Either cut a small 
triangular beak from the orange icing
or cut the jelly diamond in half to make 
a beak. Assemble the fondant shapes on 
the cake to look like a chick, and stick 
them on with buttercream icing. Add the
chocolate dots for eyes.

Celebrating: Birdspotting
Prepare yourself with camouflage 
clothing, binoculars and a good bird 
guide and try to find as many different 
types of bird as you can. Look for signs 

that birds have been present - feathers, 
broken eggshells, and nests in trees or 
hidden in hedgerows. Never disturb 
birds, particularly those that are
nesting: the best place to watch birds is 
from a distance. 
   
Win a book
These 
activities 
are edited 
extracts 
from 
Outdoor 
Church by 
the Revd 
Sally Welch,  
the Vicar of 
Charlbury. 
(Published 
by BRF).  
   The book 
provides 20 sessions that church groups 
can use to celebrate faith while enjoyng 
the natural world. Each session has a 
Bible passage, and reflection followed by 
a range of activities. The Door has three 
copies to give away in this month’s draw.    
   For the chance to win simply send your 
name and address to Outdoor Church 
contest, the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North HInksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB, 
to reach us no later than Friday 18 March. 

Children’s activities for the springNew from the Bible Reading Fellowship 
Believe in 
Miracles: 
A spiritual 
journey of 
positive 
change. 
Carmel 
Thomason 
shows how 
the small 
changes 
within 
ourselves 
can 
transform 
our outlook 
and 
perspective.

  God’s 
Daughters:   
Loved, held, 
accepted, 
enough. 
Hannah 
Fytche 
looks at the 
pressures and 
expectations 
that young 
women are 
bombarded 
with. To be 
published in 
April.
www.brf.
org.uk

Mark is an actor. “The thing is, I’ve 
got myself into a bit of a mess. I keep 
forgetting my lines, I’ve left my girlfriend 
and, to make matters worse, I’ve met the 
Devil.”
    Mark was an actor... It was while ago 
performing on stage at Stratford that 
Mark started to lose control of his life. 
This is a gripping story of a life lived on 
the edge. 

   The performance includes a post-show 
Q&A with RSC actor Mark Lockyer. Living 
with the Lights on will be performed 
on Thursday 24 March, at the Wesley 
Memorial Church, New Inn Hall St, 
Oxford OX1 2DH (7pm / 7.30pm start). 
Tickets cost £10 and proceeds will go to 
the Archway Foundation.  For booking 
or queries about this event, please 
phone 01865 790552 or email  office@
archwayfoundation.org.uk 

Living with the Lights On - a play
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

CONFERENCES

RETREATS

HOLIDAYS

FREE  for 4s and underReduced childrens prices

www. leeabbey.org.uk/families
 01598 752621   relax@leeabbey.org.uk   
Lee Abbey  Lynton  North Devon  EX35 6JJ

Deeper into the countryside         Deeper into community          Deeper into God

“I got to climb cliffs, walk in forests, fly 100 feet off 
the ground, swim in the ocean and praise God in 
His awesome creation. Will definitely return. x!” 
 - CHRIS
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www. leeabbey.org.uk/families
 01598 752621   relax@leeabbey.org.uk   
Lee Abbey  Lynton  North Devon  EX35 6JJ

Deeper into the countryside         Deeper into community          Deeper into God

“I got to climb cliffs, walk in forests, fly 100 feet off 
the ground, swim in the ocean and praise God in 
His awesome creation. Will definitely return. x!” 
 - CHRIS
  

0845 557 8350

Our clients include Farlington Parish - Portsmouth, St Peter’s 
Henleaze, St Nicolas Church - Newbury

Join the growing number of happy customers for whom we 
have answered this question.

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED

PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

FULL 
HISTORY 
CHECK

FLEXIBLE 
FINANCE 
AVAILABLE

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY TO 
YOUR DOOR

BRAND NEW 
CARS AVAILABLE
ALL MAKES

NISSAN NOTE  
1.2 VISIA 5DR

£119.76
PER MONTH*

48 MONTHS (9+47)

BRAND NEW

Paulo Marco Fulvio

The best website to buy a car
AMAZING!

Call 0845 122 6910
AUTOSAVE.CO.UK

AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

FIAT 500 1.2  
POP 3DR RED 22K

12 REG

ONLY £5499
HONDA JAZZ 1.2 i-VTEC SE 5DR 
(START STOP) BROWN 40K

62 REG

ONLY £6259
VAUXHALL INSIGNIA  
1.8i 16V SE NAV 5DR GREY 55K

60 REG

ONLY £6332

Us. The new name for USPG
Registered charity number 234518

Our Lent appeal for 2016 focuses on the church’s 
response to human trafficking around the world.

Prayer and study resources at:  
www.weareUs.org.uk/lent
020 7921 2200

“I had to work up to 14 hours a day 
in a basement. I wasn’t allowed to
leave. I was given only a cup of rice
and a fried egg to eat each day.”

Garry Martinez 
Migrante International in the Philippines
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Around the Deaneries - Witney

WITH growing ministries 
to schools and to men, 
as well as a diverse range 
of churches and a host of 

church refurbishment projects, the Witney 
Deanery is an exciting place to be. 
   The Revd Toby Wright became Area Dean 
two years ago, taking over from the Vicar 
of Carterton, the Revd Bill Blakey. I met 
Toby in his rectory, near to the idyllic St 
Mary’s Church in Witney, where he is the 
Team Rector. He lives there with his wife 
Sally, who is also ordained and licensed to 
the Witney team and their two children 
Caspar, seven, and Felicity, four. 
   “I came in as the Area Dean at a fun 
time,” says Toby, who is proud of the work 
done by clergy and congregations in the 38 
churches. They range from urban settings 
like Witney and Carterton through to 
tiny villages in remote edges of West 
Oxfordshire, bordering the Gloucester 
Diocese. 
   “We are quite close to Oxford but there 
is a distinctive West Oxfordshire feel 
about this deanery,” he says. “I have been 
fortunate that during my time as Area 
Dean we have had almost a full allocation 
of clergy. We have got some really good 
and committed people who are excited 
about seeing the deanery flourish.”
   Having been a recovering deanery 
for many years, Toby was delighted to 
announce that for the last two years, it 
has paid its parish share in full. “That has 
been down to people working together 
very closely. We have an excellent assistant 
area dean, an excellent administrator and 

a great treasurer so it’s a brilliant team 
with a standing committee.” Relationships 
between clergy were solidified when 
around 20 of them went on a three-day 
residential at the former Bishop’s Palace in 
Lincoln last year. 
   “That was important for building up 
fellowship and trust and one of the great 
things within this deanery is that while 
there are different theological views and 
spectrum of the Church of England, there 
is a growing willingness to encourage one 
another.”
   The Deanery Synod meetings begin with 
wine and refreshments for half an hour, 
before a Bible Study and an inspirational 
talk involving a positive story to encourage 
the members. That is all before they 
get down to business. Recently that has 
involved setting three strategic objectives:
1. Schools ministry
2. Men’s ministry
3. Vision and Mission Action Planning, 
including communication and gratitude.   

   “We want part of our mission 
action planning to include being 
better with communication with 
each other and the gratitude 
is about celebrating what God 
is doing amongst us. Without 
communicating what we are doing 
it is difficult to show gratitude for 
it,” says Toby.
   The schools ministry involves 
working with ecumenical partners 
and currently there isn’t a primary 
school in the deanery that is 
not regularly visited by a church 
representative. “There is also some 
excellent work going on in our 
secondary schools,” says Toby.
   The men’s ministry involves 
prayer breakfasts and curry nights 
and Toby says the deanery is 
looking at ways of moving this into 
the more rural areas. 
   Another way that Toby has 
been encouraged has been church 
renovations and looking at how the 
churches can be used for mission. “One of 
those has been through Street Pastors in 
Witney and Carterton,” says Toby. 
   Back in 2011, Princess Anne visited 
St Mary’s, Witney, where she launched 
a £1.7m re-ordering. The 800-year-old 
church has now had almost every roof 
repaired, and once the Chancel roof is 
completed, it will move into the next 
phase. Wood Green has also just been 
re-ordered and a project at Hailey is about 
to start. 
   “This is a tremendous deanery,” says 

Toby. “I was Area Dean in my last post 
in Peckham, and what has struck me has 
been the sense of good will and support 
from the people around me. I was struck 
by that at my commissioning service.”

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Toby Wright 
Lay Chair: Vacancy 
Clergy: 18 
Churches: 38 
Benefices: 10

A bit of everything in Standlake
A PRAYER tree, dialogue and lively music 
are all part of the new all age service at 
St Giles Church, Standlake on the first 
Sunday of every month. 
   “We are trying to do something different 
to attract more young families,” says 
the Revd Drew Tweedy, the Rector. “On 
the second Sunday of the month we 
already have Messy Church and that’s 
really started to catch on. It has attracted 
families who don’t normally come to 
church and we’re hoping to build on that 
with the all age service.” 
   Drew was speaking as he was preparing 
for a Lent course using Hilary Brand’s 
book The Mystery of Everything based 
on the film about Stephen Hawking, 
The Theory of Everything. “We are doing 
it on Monday mornings in the pub and 
in the Rectory on Wednesday evenings 
for people who can’t make it during the 
day. It will include discussions around 
faith and science and about overcoming 
disability,” Drew added.

A £3.7m project to transform an outdated, 
Grade II listed church hall into a modern 
community building will come to fruition 
in Burford this summer.
   Four years ago the Victorian Warwick 
Hall was not fit for purpose, either as 
a hall for St John the Baptist Church, 
or as a town hall. That was before work 
started on £3.7m of refurbishments. It is 
due to re-open with space  for a growing 
children’s Sunday Club, confidential space 
for counselling and prayer and offices for 
staff. It will be suitable for a day centre for 
the elderly, for schools to use and for the 
town council and residents association.
   The Vicar of St John the Baptist Church 

in Burford, the Revd Richard Coombs, 
said: “We are hoping it will take the 
ministry of the church into the heart of 
the community and provide a facility that 
the community will be proud of, as well as 
giving us much better facilities for our own 
groups.”

£3.7m refurbishment for the Warwick Hall

www.warwickhallburford.org

The transformation project at Warwick Hall. Photo: Andrew Butcher

Bringing different traditions together
MEMBERS of St Kenelm’s CofE Church 
have joined forces with Minster Lovell 
Methodist Church for joint services and 
prayer meetings.
   The Revd Paula Clifford, the Vicar of St 
Kenelm’s, worked with the Revd Melanie 
Reed, of the Methodist Church, to set up 
a joint service every two months and a 
fortnightly prayer meeting.
   “It’s a relatively small place, so it made 
sense for the two congregations to work 

together,” says Paula. “We’ve had a one-off 
Taizé service as well.” 
   The Revd Melanie Reed, the Methodist 
minister, says: “From our perspective it’s 
a wonderful time of shared fellowship and 
shared faith. 
   “We bring our different traditions 
together and learn from each other 
and also spend time after the service in 
fellowship. It is hugely beneficial for the 
local community.”
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8 Responding to loneliness
Increasing numbers of church 
leaders cite loneliness as a 
significant problem according to 
a 2014 Church Urban Fund survey. 
Loneliness: Accident or Injustice, 
launched last month, commissioned 
by the Oxford Diocese’s Social 
Responsibility Adviser, Alison 
Webster, and researched and 
written by the journalist, Jo Ind, 
explores Christian responses to 
the issue. Here are some edited 
extracts, and new stories.

“If it wasn’t for the church, I 
honestly think I would have just 
chucked it all in. Three years ago 
in October, my wife passed away 

but it feels like yesterday. People just don’t 
understand what loneliness is. When my 
wife died, a part of me died too.
   “We were married for 46 years. You just 
can’t explain the sheer loneliness of those 
who are left behind. I didn’t know whether I 
was coming or going.     
   “Every time I go out of the house I’m 
reminded of my wife.  That doesn’t help 
with going out. It’s the silly things.  I go 
to Marks & Spencer and there’s a jumper 
hanging up that’s light blue. My wife loved 
light blue and light green. I think: ‘My wife 
would have liked that.’ And then I go home 
and everything in the house reminds me of 
my wife as well.
   “When my wife died I didn’t think there 
was a God.  If there was a God why had he 
taken my wife from me?  Why? Why? She 
didn’t smoke. She didn’t drink.  
   “If this coffee shop hadn’t been here, I 
don’t know what I would have done. I went 
to my GP and asked him for a shot in the 
arm to end it all.  But then the coffee shop 
opened and now I come here every day. 
    “One day Phil [The Revd Phil White, Vicar 

of Broughton 
Church]
asked if I 
had thought 
about going to 
church.  I said: 
‘Not a lot.’ But 
after a bit, I 
thought, ‘Why 
not?’ And so 
I went and 
then I went 
on an Alpha 
course.  That 
was really, 
really good. I 
could ask the 
question of 
why my wife had been taken from me and 
now I think maybe she went so she could do 
some good elsewhere.  Now I don’t need to 
ask that question any more. I’m so pleased 
I went.
   “Now I help out in the coffee shop. I do 
the washing up.  It’s something for me to 
do.  I’m lucky I can still get about. I didn’t 
know how many really nice people there are 
around. I’ve known some people who are – 
well, I don’t want to swear – but you know 
what I mean?  
   “If only all the people in the world could 

understand what loneliness is.  Please could 
you put over to people what loneliness is 
like? If people knew, the world would be 
a heck of a lot better. We wouldn’t just be 
friendly to one or two people, we would be 
friendly to everyone.”
Gerry, aged 74, lives in Broughton, 
Buckinghamshire. He was speaking 
at the More + coffee shop founded by 
Broughton Church. Read how an old 
Blockbuster video store was refurbished 
to create the More + Coffee Shop in 
Broughton here www.oxford.anglican.
org/mission-action/

David, 21, doesn’t do parties. 
The graduate from Reading 
University lip-reads because he 
lost his hearing when he had 

meningitis at the age of two. As it’s almost 
impossible to lip-read in a group, it makes 
parties a challenge.
   “If I’m in a group I tend to stay at the 
back because I can’t hear what’s going 
on at the centre. That makes me feel as 
though I’m on the outside looking in,” he 
says. “I told myself I didn’t mind not going 
to parties, but then I’d find I wasn’t invited 
and I’d think: ‘Why wasn’t I invited?’ It 
would be nice to feel that someone was 
inviting me.”
   On his first day at Reading, David 
discovered the chaplaincy, a homely place 
where you could go to be quiet or chat or 
just chill.
   “The kind of people you find at the 
chaplaincy are people who also feel on the 
outside of groups,” says David. “People go 
there to find a connection with somebody 
and that’s what I would find there. It’s 
where I met Mark [the Anglican Chaplain] 
who became my confidant and counsellor.”

   The chaplaincy at Reading University 
is a cottage on the campus managed by 
chaplains from a range of denominations.  
It offers activities, like meditation and 
bread-making, but it’s also a space where 
people can talk or catch up on sleep. 

“And what do you need 
to be happy?”

   “The chaplaincy is a little place of 
belonging,” says Mark. “There aren’t many 
of those left on the campus now. Broadly 
speaking when people come to university, 
they are awaiting the emergence of 
character – of being able to say ‘This is who 

I am’ and finding others who are like them.  
We become a temporary holding place 
while this happens.”
   David says he used to be lonely.  “When 
I was a teenager, I was overweight and 
behind my computer all the time. I needed 
company.”
   But he isn’t lonely now. “I think 
loneliness is a state of mind,” he says. “I’ve 
got a few very close friends. Even people 
who know lots of people and go to lots 
of parties have only got a few very close 
friends. So I’m no different from anyone 
else. And what do you need to be happy? 
You don’t need lots of things.  You just 
need to be glad to be alive.”

Photo: Shutterstock

Family run Holiday Cottages in 
beautiful south Shropshire, an 

area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Wonderful location with spectacular 
views. We off er 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 

cottages to suit all the family.
Please visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk
or call 01694 722869 for brochure

Holiday Cottages
Spring/Summer Availability

Full details and brochure:
Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro.
Own pool, all mod cons 

Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 
Also on Trip Advisor

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Real and friendly people... not machines!

EASTER COMES EARLY
Call now for our special offers

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85)
Single trip cover (NO max. age)
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)

Take  
a  

Break Older people: Gerry’s story

Younger people: David’s story

Wanted: the views of 18 to 30-year-olds
THE Archway Foundation is a registered charity, serving people who feel lonely. 
Loneliness can affect anyone at any age and the foundation wants to know what 
services it could provide to benefit younger people in Oxfordshire. An anonymous 
survey, which will be live until the end of March, has been launched  by Archway. 
This asks about demographic background, whether participants are happy 
with their social relationships, and what might help them if they feel lonely. 
archwayfoundation.typeform.com

Order your copy
Order copies 
of Loneliness: 
Accident 
or Injustice 
from alison.
webster@
oxford.
anglican.
org or by 
calling 01865 
208213.
 Alison Webster (left) and Jo Ind.  
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“By its very nature, farming is 
a solitary activity, when you 
work on a farm, you tend 
to work alone,” says Fi, who 

has a mixed farm in Oxfordshire. “If you 
plough a field, you’re spending eight hours 
a day on a tractor on your own.  But that 
doesn’t mean we’re lonely. I don’t feel lonely 
because I feel at one with nature. There’s 
no joy like the joy of a beautifully ploughed 
field...”   
   The solitary nature of farming only 
becomes an issue in desperate times.  If 
farmers are facing financial ruin they 
are left with no one to talk to.  Lyn 
Kemsley, FCN helpline co-ordinator, says 
approximately half those who call the 
helpline are managing farms on their own. 

“If you plough a field, 
you’re spending eight 
hours a day on a 
tractor...”  

   “Farmers don’t congregate in the way they 
used to,” says Glyn Evans, FCN regional 
director for Central England. “Many are 
farming by themselves, so they can’t afford 
to stay for a chat and a drink when they go 
to market.”   
   The sense of isolation is intensified by 
feeling at the mercy of those who don’t 
understand farming. “We know we are at 
the mercy of the weather and we handle 
that,” says Fi.  “It’s being at the mercy of 
DEFRA (Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs) that drives some 
farmers to desperation and even suicide.”
   For example, most farmers depend on the 
Basic Payment Scheme, for which they have 
to declare what is produced on every acre of 
their farm on a form with maps. The form 
was totally revised in 2014 and farmers 
were told they had to complete it online - 
even though many do not have access to 

broadband and some are not IT literate.   
   “Advice fielded down from DEFRA was to 
‘get an agency to do it for you’, but do you 
know how much agencies charge? £250 per 
hour and it takes days,” explains Fi.  The 
system collapsed, DEFRA admitted it had 
made a mistake, asked farmers to submit 
the maps by post – but then said payment 
would be delayed by up to four months.     
   “This is the sort of scenario that turns 
coping into desperation,” said Fi.  “If only it 
were not a ‘one off ’ situation.” 

   There is another kind of loneliness 
experienced by farmers when they have 
to give up their farms and the intimate 
relationship with nature that has sustained 
them. Lyn says there are an increasing 
number of requests to the helpline from 
care homes asking for someone to come 
and talk to residents about farming. “When 
farmers go to live in care homes, they are 
cut off from the way of life they have known 
all of their lives,” she says.  “They need 
somebody to talk to about the countryside.”

enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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The Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of Noble Poverty

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’

Vacancies for Brothers
The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

Come to me, 
all you who 
are weary and 
burdened, and 
I will give you 
rest.

Matthew 11:28

Focus on the Farming Community Network (FCN)

Younger people: David’s story

A rural diocese
The Diocese of Oxford is classed as rural. It’s estimated 75 per cent  of the population in 
Oxfordshire, 40 per cent in Buckinghamshire and 85 per cent in West Berkshire live in a 
rural community.
• Broadband is not available in many rural areas. The average download speed in urban 
  areas is 40 MB per second, compared with 14 MB per second in rural areas.
• People in rural areas receive less social care per head than those in urban areas. 
  Expenditure across the 12 inner London boroughs in 2009-10 was £1,750 per person 
  aged 65+ compared to £773 per capita across the 27 shire counties.
Help is available: 
Local churches, agricultural chaplains, and the three Farming charities  - FCN, RABI and 
Addington -  can provide support so that farmers experiencing loneliness and other 
difficulties need not struggle on in silence but can find help. . The FCN Helpline 03000 
111 999 can signpost them to this help.
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Coming soon: a board game café and a dementia friendly service

TWO new projects organised since 
the publication of Loneliness: 
Accident or Injustice, are being 
launched at St Nicolas Church, 

Earley, in Reading.
   The first is a board game café, organised 
by Maggie Carter, who is a member of the 
pastoral team at St Nicolas’s. “We wanted to 
make the church more amenable for people 
who don’t normally come, who may live on 
their own and not necessarily see anyone 
during the course of the day.
   “Someone suggested a board game café 
and the PCC approved it. People will get 
together once a fortnight to play games, 
read newspapers and drink tea and coffee,” 
said Maggie. Volunteers will make the 
drinks while people play games that have 
been donated by congregation members, 
including Scrabble, back gammon and 
snakes and ladders. 
   From a Facebook advert, 30 or 40 people 
have already said they are interested. The 
first café takes place on Tuesday 1 March at 
St Nicolas’s Church, Sutcliffe Avenue. 
   The next is a new Holy Communion 
service for those living with dementia and 
their families.  The monthly event is being 

spearheaded by Helen Brown, whose late 
mother had the condition, and was cared 
for at home by her father. 
  “Looking back I realised how fortunate 
they were with friends and contacts. 
They both had outgoing personalities 
and were good at forming and 
maintaining friendships. I am aware 
that not everyone is so fortunate. 
There are plenty of separate reports on 
the internet that say the same thing – 
there is often increasing isolation and 
loneliness both for the person with 
dementia and the carer; one cause of 
this may be that they have withdrawn 
from once regular activities.  So Helen 
and a team at St Nicolas are planning a 
short Holy Communion service followed 
by tea and cake. “We hope people will form 
relationships and it will be somewhere they 
can come and feel comfortable. We want 
it to be a social environment where people 
can relate to God and to other people,” says 
Helen. “One of the curates is looking into 
the liturgy and has found one that a church 
in New  Zealand has been using.”
   Posters have been put up in the local 
library, as well as in care homes, churches 
and other venues.    

   “A year ago when I was doing research into 
this, a professional said that anything we 
could put on would be wonderful as there is 
a real shortage of events for this group. 
   “However, as a church we can offer so 
much more than just activities and social 
interaction, valuable as those are: we can 
offer a relationship with God and hope for 
the long term future.”  
   The first service takes place on 
Wednesday 9 March at 2.30pm.  The service 
will then be held at the same time on the 
first Wednesday of every month.   

Photo: Shutterstock
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MORSHEDA’S HOME 
DEPENDS ON YOU
FUN 
DEPENDS ON YOU
FUN popping round to 

your neighbours

Christian Aid Week unites more than 20,000 

churches across Britain and Ireland to achieve 

incredible things. It’s the week we love every 

neighbour. Please join us in reaching out to your 

local neighbours so together we can change the 

lives of our global neighbours like Morsheda.

Find out more at caweek.org

local neighbours so together we can change the 
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SSMs: One size does not fit all

Professor Sue Gillingham 
recently became the first British 
woman to be made a Doctor 
of Divinity. Sue, a Licensed Lay 
Minister at St Barnabas Church 
in Oxford, took time out from 
her latest project on the Psalms 
to tell Jo Duckles her story.

Sue (pictured right) was brought 
up in a Christian Scientist family 
in Bradford, and it was when her 
father was excluded from the 

church for having treatment for heart 
problems and diabetes that she began 
asking theological questions. After his 
death in 1962 she became involved with 
an evangelical church called St Peter’s in 
Shipley.
   It was a chance meeting, in Southport in 
1969, at her grandmother’s funeral, that 
led her to apply to St John’s, Nottingham 
to study Theology.  This was when the 
college was still in Northwood and she 
was one woman among almost 90 men. In 
1970 the college moved and more women 
joined:  as well as taking degrees they 
were treated as if they were going through 
ordination training, preparing sermons 
and doing pastoral placements. This 
training became useful when Sue became 

a Licensed Lay Minister in Oxford in the 
1980s.
   In 1973 Sue moved to Plymouth where 
she became a teacher and studied part 
time for an MA at Exeter University. 
She was examined by a Professor from 
Oxford, who encouraged her to apply for 
a doctorate. Sue completed her doctorate 
on the Psalms and her career then led to 
several stipendiary lectureships in Oxford 
Colleges and in 1994, she successfully 
applied for a University Lectureship in 
Old Testament and Tutorial Fellowship at 
Worcester College.  

“It is not just an 
intellectual engagement, 
it is an imaginative, 
intuitive and emotional 
one...”

   Throughout the 1980s and 90s Sue 
became involved with Burford Priory, 
teaching the Psalms to a Benedictine 
community of Anglican monks and nuns;   
this, and worshipping and preaching 
in various college chapels, drew her 
increasingly towards a more reflective high 
church tradition.  

   Her work involves 
studying how the Psalms 
have been interpreted  
in Jewish and Christian 
traditions and re-
interpreted up to the 
present day. “I am looking 
not only at commentaries, 
sermons, and different 
translations, but also 
at how the Psalms have 
been used in liturgy, in 
illuminated manuscripts, 
in other art-works, in 
poetry, and in music,” she 
says.
   Sue’s books have 
included The Psalms 
Through the Centuries, 
published in 2008 and 
two years ago, A Journey 
of Two Psalms. Her current 
project is looking at 2,500 years’ worth of 
the reception history of all 150 Psalms. 
“It’s not just an intellectual engagement, it 
is an imaginative, intuitive and emotional 
one as well”, she says.
   Her Doctor of Divinity degree was 
awarded in a ceremony at Oxford 
University’s Sheldonian Theatre last year.  
“I was the only one taking a D.D so I had 
to walk back in on my own, wearing the 
superb red and black DD robes: it was a 

memorable experience.” 
      Only 76 people have received the 
Doctor of Divinity degree the highest 
degree in Oxford University, awarded for 
distinction in publications in theology:  
74 have been men. For more,  see www.
theology.ox.ac.uk/news/doctor-of-divinity.
html “There have been surprising ways 
whereby my life has taken this path, rather 
than me chasing after this,” says Sue. 
“When I look back there are many things I 
would never have expected.” 

A Doctor of Divinity

The Door reports on an event 
to encourage Self-Supporting 
Ministers who work in parishes 
across the Diocese. 

There are, among our ordained 
clergy, some who are … a bit 
different.  Some wear open 
neck collars to work, some do 

not live in a vicarage, and some spend 
most of their time outside the parish.  
They are Self-Supporting Ministers 
(SSMs) sometimes known as NSMs 
(Non-Stipendiary Ministers) who range 
enormously in their background, gifts, 
focus of ministry, life stage and in other 
ways.

“The ministry of SSMs 
has been described as a 
pure gift...”

   The ministry of SSMs has been described 
as “pure gift” and, as part recognition and 
appreciation of this gift, all were invited 
to a day conference in 2015 on Where 
do we meet Christ today? The preacher, 
Karen Gorham, the then Archdeacon of 
Buckinghamshire asked the 64 attendees: 
“Where is your place of encounter? Just 
think for a moment, where is that place 
where your gifts are offered, and you are 
resourced to be the person God called you 
to be in God’s service?”
   Hugh Valentine (SSM at St James, 
Piccadilly), the keynote speaker was 
insightful and challenging in his address, 
Seeing and hearing: the value of irregular 
clergy. Among other things, he encouraged 

SSMs to clarify their thinking about 
their identity as a clerical constituency 
who are a valuable resource and who 
offer a valuable perspective within our 
institution. The afternoon was divided 
between workshops: Phil Aspinall and 
Margaret Joachim, My work - my ministry; 
Teresa Morgan, The many faces of faith 
at work; Charles Sutton, Beyond the best 
before date; Margaret Whipp, The face of 
compassion.  Perhaps the most significant 
point is that the conference was held 
and that so many of those who attended 
valued the day as time well spent and 
would attend another.  We hope this can 
be arranged as the diocese consider how 
best to support, affirm and resource SSMs.

   

Most people who attended gave feedback 
and from that, a tentative picture of 
SSMs has started to emerge. It seems 
that perhaps there are three partially 
overlapping but fairly distinct clusters of 
SSMs. Some who wish to serve primarily 
as priests within their parish or local 
area. Some who have a range of skills and 
experience to offer to the Church but their 
current life circumstances do not permit 
this. And there are those who have a range 
of skills and experience and wish to offer 
these more broadly within the Church but 
they are unsure of how best to do this.  
The SSM Officers within the diocese are 
planning to explore these ideas further. 

   Given the energy and enthusiasm 
coming out of the conference, there is 
clearly plenty to celebrate in the ministry 
of SSMs and the significant part they play 
in mission. If you wish to learn more about 
the vocation to Self-Supporting Ministry 
please visit the diocesan website, or ask 
your local SSM.
   This article was jointly written by the 
Revds Andrew Parry, Margaret Whipp 
and  Hugh Lee, the SSM officers for the 
Diocese, and the Ven. Judy French, the 
Archdeacon of Dorchester. Archdeacon 
Judy is the Senior Staff member who 
leads on SSMs. The Revd Joy Hance, 
SSM in the Witney Team, has recently 
joined the team of SSM officers. 
 

Texts and handouts from the day 
can be found at www.oxford.
anglican.org/mission-ministry/
self-supporting-clergy-nsm/ 

Find out more 
about vocations
Visit www.oxford.anglican.org/
mission-ministry/vocations/ to find 
out more about the many different 
types of vocations within the Church. 
Also see the Vocations in the Oxford 
Diocese Facebook page for details 
of events and conferences related to 
vocations.    

Photo: Shutterstock
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Is a little 
knowledge 
a dangerous 
thing?
by Andrew Anderson-Gear

Since taking up my new 
role as Director of 
Mission at the end of 
last year, I’ve discovered 

there are both advantages and 
disadvantages of having ‘been 
around’ the Diocese for 20 years. The main challenge this 
presents is around the assumptions people make about 
what they think I already know!  I may know part of the 
picture that makes up the jigsaw which is the Diocese of 
Oxford, but I’m now having to grasp pretty quickly the 
whole picture on the front of the box.
   As we all seek to engage and respond to the mission 
challenges reflected in our archdeaconry, deanery 
and mission plans, I am aware of the danger of the 
assumptions we all make. It is said that Albert Einstein 
was once asked what he would do if he was given a 
problem upon which his life depended and he had only one 
hour to solve it. His response was that he would spend 30 
minutes analysing the problem, 20 minutes planning the 
way forward, and ten minutes executing the solution.  
   My experience in working with parishes is that we 
rarely exercise that amount of patience when faced with 
challenges.  Often we seek to respond long before we have 
really understood the real question, and the danger of 
assumptions means that often we fall back on what we 
know or what we think has worked in the past.  
   The current focus on ‘discipleship’ and the anxiety in 
the church around decline and growth should set all our 
alarm bells ringing.  One assumption will probably be that 
this problem could be solved with more training courses. 
Research suggests that nearly every age group does not 
feel our churches are equipping them to live out their 
Christian faith in the world in which they live today – in 
the home, at work or in their community; our emphasis is 
often on what people do in church.  Let us pause, pray and 
listen very carefully before engaging in major initiatives to 
check whether we have really grasped what ‘discipleship’, 
or growing in faith, really means for everyone in the pews 
seeking to live the way of Jesus today.
   During this year, we in the Department of Mission are 
hoping to have conversations and discussions with as 
many people as possible around the Diocese to explore 
and discern these key questions around growing in faith.  
From these conversations, we hope to be able to better 
support and resource parishes, benefices and deaneries.  If 
your people in your deanery would like to be part of these 
conversations, please get in touch with me.

Canon Andrew Anderson-Gear is the Director of 
Mission for the Diocese of Oxford. Contact him on 
Andrew.Anderson-Gear@oxford.anglican.org

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Jesus did go to ‘school’
I was puzzled by part of Martyn Percy’s good column 
about Candlemas in the February edition of the Door. 
If Jesus was old enough to make up his own mind in 
his teens and twenties whether or not to go to religious 
buildings, then my understanding is that he did go to 
what Jews even today call ‘school’. There he acquired 
his deep knowledge of the Hebrew scriptures. After his 
baptism and temptations, St Luke says Jesus went to 
the synagogue in Nazareth ‘as was his custom’. Jesus 
was a sufficiently regular attender to be trusted to read 
the passage from Isaiah which he made his mission 
statement.
   All those years in the carpenter’s shop between the 
visit of the 12-year-old Jesus to the Temple (was that his 
Bar Mitzvah?) and the start of his ministry were not a 
waste of time. In the divine economy of the incarnation 
those 18 years were an essential period of formation for 
Jesus. The many men ordained in the 1950/60s were 
given that essential formation by National Service; for 
some of us it was 60-hour-weeks on the shop-floor of a 
Sheffield steel works. 

The Revd Christopher Hall, Deddington, Oxfordshire. 

 I agree my comments on Jesus being in religious 
buildings could do with more nuance.  The gospels 
give us about ten instances of Jesus being in or 
near to a synagogue as an adult.  He is driven out of 
his home town synagogue for reading Isaiah, and 
the comments that followed that reading.  Jesus’s 

knowledge of scripture means we can assume he 
went to a synagogue school during his childhood and 
adolescence.   
   But when Jesus’s ministry begins, the 
overwhelming majority of his teaching is itinerant.  
Of more than 40 miracles, only four were in a 
religious building. But Jesus did worship in, teach 
at and visit synagogues. His relationship with the 
Temple in Jerusalem was less easy – driving out the 
money changers with a whip; and basically predicting 
its destruction.  Yet Matthew’s gospel has Jesus, at 
the point of his arrest, saying that ‘day-after-day’ he 
‘taught in the Temple, but was not seized there’. So in 
the weeks leading up to his death, Matthew, at least, 
believes Jesus was in the Temple precincts regularly.  
   As for Jesus’s synagogue-going habits, I’d say he 
had a CofE attitude; ‘regular, but not frequent’; 
‘believing, but not belonging’. Although Jesus was 
Jewish, he was part rebel, part orthodox. When he 
went to the synagogue he often caused a commotion 
(i.e. healing people on the Sabbath, who should not 
have been allowed in to the building in the first place, 
due to their ritual impurity and ‘unclean’ state, etc).
    I think the exchange with the Samaritan woman 
at the well in John’s gospel demonstrates Jesus’s 
attitude to religious buildings. God is worshipped in 
spirit and in truth.  Yet as I say, Jesus never turned 
his back on religion; he simply turned God’s face to 
the world. 

The Very Revd Professor Martyn Percy, the Dean of 
Christ Church. 

...Continued from page 16   
   On most Sundays Corinne can now be found at St 
Michael and All Angels in Abingdon at the 9.30am 
mass. She has ‘permission to officiate’ in the parish of 
Abingdon on Thames. “The vicar has responsibility for 
two churches so where there needs to be help I think it 
is good to be there. St Michael’s understands the role of 
a deacon. Out of that comes a general pastoral ministry 
visiting people to administer home communion, funerals, 
weddings and baptisms.”
   Corinne thoroughly enjoys her regular visits to the St 
Luke’s Hospital, a care home for the elderly, where she 
administers extended Holy Communion. The rest of her 
working week is taken up with her role as the Thames 
Valley representative of the Diaconal Association of the 
Church of England (DACE), www.dace.org, raising the 
profile of Permanent/Distinctive Deacons. 
   “There are a number of dioceses now that are actively 
promoting the Distinctive Diaconate. The Church is 
talking about Fresh Expressions and meeting people 
where they are. It seems that there is a marvellous 
opportunity for deacons to work within that in a creative 
way. It’s a sense of standing on the edge of the Church, 
bringing the Church into the world and the world into 
the Church.”

   To explain how this could work, Corinne uses the 
theme of the 2014 chaplains’ conference, On the Edge or 
At the Centre, at which Rowan Williams was the keynote 
speaker. www.oxford.anglican.org/edge-centre/ “If 
you are a deacon you are on the edge of the Church but 
also at the centre in terms of the prophetic element. I 
think deacons have something to say to the church,” she 
says. 

Corinne’s hobbies include exercising through fit ball 
and aerobics, walking a dog, socialising and reading. 
She also travels regularly with Paul, who goes all 
over the world with his job. She has three grown up 
children and three grandchildren.   

Are there worse things than disunity?
In Nigeria the Anglican church applauded as a law was 
enacted which led to a holocaust of violence against 
LGBT people, while in the US, the Episcopal Church 
are marrying people who love each other, and it is the 
Episcopal Church who have been annexed at the recent 
meeting of Primates in Canterbury? 
   I’m so furious I can hardly type. For years Canterbury 

have been so worried about schisms. We have a little 
hairline crack here, a chip there. What I say is, let the 
whole blessed thing smash into a thousand pieces! 
There are far worse things than disunity. 
Can UK Anglican Churches have the option of 
becoming Episcopalian? I may go back to church then.
 
Daniel Emlyn-Jones, Oxford.  

Check out the Area Reps section of 
http://www.dace.org/ to contact 
Corinne. 

The winners of our book competition in the 
February issue of the Door are: Miss Rodrigues 
from Slough; Miss Weerasinghe from Earley;  
Miss Day from Oxford; Tom Burtlett from Newton 
Longville and Alex Mepham from Milton Keynes.   

They have all won a copy of How to be a Mindful 
Christian by Sally Welch.

God in the Life of...

Competition Winners



16 God in the life of…
VITAL pastoral work both 
outside and inside the Church is 
being carried out by Permanent 
Deacons. The Revd Corinne 
Smith, who has been a Deacon 
for 28 years, tells Jo Duckles 
how she found her way into this 
specific type of ministry.   

Corinne first felt called as a 
deaconess in the early 1980s. 
Growing up in Surrey, she was an 
only child whose first experience 

of church was going along with a Catholic 
friend, Marie, who was confirmed aged 
seven. When Corinne asked her parents 
why she wasn’t doing the same, she was 
told it was because she was Church of 
England.  
   “That was news to me,” says Corinne, 
who is now Vice President of the Diaconal 
Association of the Church of England 
(DACE). “So I spoke to another friend’s 
brother, who was nine and of course, much 
wiser than me. He said ‘I’m CofE too’ and 
we went along together to St Michael and 
All Angels, West Croydon. I remember 
singing It is a thing most beautiful. A 
woman in front of me was crying and the 
words of the hymn struck a chord with me. 
I was thinking that if this was true it was 
the most amazing thing.”

“...If this was true it was 
the most amazing thing.”

   Asking her friend’s brother, he said: 
“Of course it’s true.” That was Corinne’s 
conversion moment. Her mother had 
brought her up to say her prayers even 
though the family were not churchgoers, 
and Corinne says she grew up to become a 
‘horribly religious’ teenager, “going along 
to Evensong with the old ladies”. When 
her friends were confirmed, her parents 
stopped her because they felt it had all got 
too hysterical.
   Drifting away from the Church, Corinne 
first returned when she was looking for 
a wedding venue when she was engaged 

to her now husband, electrical engineer 
Paul. But she really got involved when she 
was expecting her first child. Then a flute 
teacher, Corinne realised she might be 
called to pastoral work when people began 
gravitating towards her asking for help 
with their problems. 
   “I was a young mum who became more 
and more involved in the mums’ group and 
when the vicar went on holiday, he asked 
me to look after the adult confirmation 
class. More and more people were coming 
to me and a friend suggested going to 
the Westminster Pastoral Foundation in 
Kennington.” There Corinne completed 
a counselling course, which was quickly 
followed by a random encounter with a 

West Indian woman who knocked on the 
door of her London home, with a new-
born baby. It was February, and when 
Corinne let her in, the woman broke down 
in tears.  “She’d had a planned caesarean 
but couldn’t get in at home and had walked 
from the other side of Streatham, in flip 
flops in the snow,” Corinne says. 
    She officially become involved in work 
in parishes after training to be a Pastoral 
Auxiliary Minister in the Southwark 
Diocese, and started to test her vocation, 
visiting the Dean of Women’s Ministry, 
Sister Joan Irene. 
   “I was waiting to see the bishop when 
Paul was moved to Scotland and I began 
a degree in Ecclesiastical History and 

Practical Theology up there,” says Corinne. 
   When she began her PhD,  Paul was 
moved back to England, this time to 
Oxford, and she transferred to Oriel 
College to continue researching church 
history.  
Around this time the vicar who had run 
her confirmation classes came to dinner 
and asked Corinne if she’d considered 
ordination. “I heard myself say ‘yes as a 
Deacon’ and I don’t remember anything 
else about the evening.” Reflecting on the 
conversation later, Corinne was surprised 
when Paul said he had known for years 
that she would get ordained eventually. 
   After a successful selection process, 
Corinne trained for ordination at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon and served her curacy 
at St Helen’s Church in Abingdon. She 
became involved with Bishop Otter College 
and spent time in Oslo, looking at the 
distinctiveness and complementarity of 
deacons and priests. 

“I wanted to give 
something back to the 
Diocese...”

   In Norway, deacons tend to have been 
social workers, teachers or counsellors first 
and serve the church using those skills. “It 
was interesting for me to see a different 
model and think about how that might 
work here,” says Corinne, who has been a 
hospital chaplain and a college chaplain. 
She did spells at Abingdon Hospital, The 
Churchill Hospital in Oxford, Pembroke 
College and a hospital in Portsmouth, 
before coming back to Abingdon. She 
then worked for Sue Ryder, a charity with 
hospices and community care, for three 
years.  
   “I wanted to give something back to 
this diocese because people were so 
encouraging. I had support from Bishops 
Richard Harries and John Bone,” says 
Corinne. “Bishop Colin has also been very 
encouraging to me in my ministry since I 
returned to the Diocese.” 
Continued on page 15
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The glory of what could be
The Revd Rob Glenny reflects 
on how an early spring is taking 
us into Lent, and onwards 
towards Easter.

Glancing out of my window 
for inspiration, I notice the 
daffodils swaying gently in 
the warm breeze. It feels like a 

sentence which should be written whilst 
reading The Door in March or April, but 
not in February. The winter months have 
been overcome with an overwhelming 
mildness. Autumn it seems, has seamlessly 
transformed into Spring; frosty wind has 
barely moaned. Nature appears to be in a 
state of flux, knowing neither whether to 
stick or twist, to hibernate or to flower.
   An early Easter adds to the sense that 
the seasons have been rushed this year 
and the lines between them blurred. Easter 
has only occurred in March seven times 
since the year of my birth. Candlemas 
was scarcely over before the keeping of 
Ash Wednesday and the observance of 
Lent, just a week’s worth of ordinary time 
separated the two. And as the seasons 
converge hurriedly on each other, more 
and more I see rushing all around me.

“...more and more I see 
rushing all around me.”

   Casting my eyes again to the daffodils, 
I think about growth, the great unspoken 
presence that seems to lurk at the back of 
each church conversation. Are we doing 
enough? Why isn’t everyone in our parish 
attending our services and events? How 

can we reach those who don’t? What can 
we do or say or offer to grow more quickly? 
Each becomes more frantic. Some of these 
questions are well intentioned, others are 
the outworking of inevitable comparison 
and competition, and often drive a sense 
of guilt and exhaustion.
   Jesus’s parables speak often about 
growing. The mustard seed becomes a 
tree that gives shade and shelter to God’s 
creation. The sower reaps a hundredfold 
from the seed that lands in fertile ground. 
The growing seed is left in the ground, and 
day and night sprouts until it reaches its 
full growth. These three parables all begin 
with burial. 

   Seed is planted in the ground, where 
it becomes dirty, soiled and unseen. 
Following where our Lord calls sometimes 
leads us underground, where the 
work is messy and the rewards are not 
immediately recognisable. Committing 
to burial before anything else is never an 
attractive or easy process. But before the 
tomb was empty, it was occupied. This is 
where burial takes us.
   Then comes patience. Forty days and 
forty nights requires a certain type of 
patience; Holy Saturday requires another. 
Time is needed to prepare, to adjust, to 
re-examine, to pray. Rushing around is in 
the DNA of many church communities, the 

burden of heavy workloads for some, the 
desperation of desiring instant results for 
others. Strong, worthwhile growth takes 
time and patience. Gethsemane is the 
garden where we grow as we are called to 
watch and wait.
   And then, finally and gloriously comes 
transformation, the moment when burial 
and patience reveal the beauty of holiness. 
And yet these seeds which are planted 
do not turn into bigger seeds. They are 
changed into the mustard tree, the full 
mature plant, or the abundant harvest. 
Easter reveals that mystery, that Jesus 
appears, resurrected, transformed, and all 
of creation is changed with him. Are we 
prepared to look different from the place 
we began, or do we simply want more of 
what is already there?

“...we are called to watch 
and wait.”

   As Lent and Easter share this month of 
March, I wonder whether we are affected 
enough by both of these seasons. Hopeful 
enough to trust that what looks like death 
is sometimes what is required to provide 
new life. Faithful enough to believe that 
whilst patiently waiting long periods for 
something to happen, slowly but surely 
things are changing out of our sight. Brave 
enough to recognise that all of this time 
transforms the potential of what was into 
the glory of what can be, and neither looks 
exactly like the other. The sun breaks 
through the clouds and, just for a moment, 
the daffodils shine.
The Revd Rob Glenny is a Curate in the 
Marston and Elsfield Benefice.    
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Prayers for the Queen
Her Majesty The Queen has 
approved prayers written for 
the oficial celebration of her 
90th Birthday in June:

Collects: 

Heavenly Father, who hast brought 
our gracious sovereign Queen 
Elizabeth to the completion of her 

ninetieth year, and dost gather her people 
in celebration of the same: grant that we, 
rejoicing before thee with thankful hearts, 
may ever be united in love and service to 
one another, and her kingdom flourish in 
prosperity and peace, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Heavenly Father, as we celebrate the 
ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty 
the Queen, receive our heartfelt 

thanks for all that you have given her in  

these ninety years and for all that she has 
given to her people. 
   Continue, we pray, your loving purposes 
in her, and as you gather us together in 
celebration,  unite us also in love and 
service to one another; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Graces:

Bountiful God, giver of all good 
gifts,we give thanks for the many 
years and long reign of our Queen; 

Bless our food, our neighbourhood, and 
our enjoyment of each other’s company. 

   Help us to learn from Queen Elizabeth’s 
commitment to her people, so that our 
community may be strengthened and all 
may flourish. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, the King of love.

Gracious God, give our Queen 
continued wisdom and strength 
to carry out the promises she has 

made; and bless (this food, and) those 
who are gathered here, that, sustained by 
service for others, we may faithfully serve 
you, all the days of our life. 
With words from The Queen’s First 
Christmas Broadcast, 1952. 

Churches are urged to share how 
they are celebrating the Queen’s 
90th on the Church Care website: 
www.churchcare.co.uk/

The Queen during her visit to Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral in 2013.  Photo: KT Bruce. 
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Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit’ - Matthew 28.19 
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUESDAY 1 St David’s Day. Iver 
Heath: Andrew Montgomerie and 
John Mitchell. For the development 
of the new JAM Club and the team 
working with young children. For 
preparations for the ‘Big Breakfast’ 
outreach event on 9 April.

WEDNESDAY 2 Wexham: Mary 
Kent. Give thanks and pray for those 
embarking on Deanery training courses 
for the first time and for Mrs Jill Bell 
who has begun LLM training. For a 
new PCC secretary and a churchwarden 
at the next APCM. For wisdom for 
the PCC as they consider the future 
direction of the parish.

THURSDAY 3 Deddington Deanery: 
Jeff West, Lindsay Mills, Juliet West, 
David Workman, Stephen Fletcher and 
Jon Cardy. For the new incumbents 
who will be moving to the deanery this 
year to fill our vacancies, and for their 
families, as they settle in and begin 
to form new friendships. For the new 
communities that are coming into 
being around all the new homes now 
being built in and around Banbury, and 
for our work with them. Bishop Alan 
confirming at Mursley and Swanbourne 
House School.

FRIDAY 4 Women’s World Day of 
Prayer. Adderbury: Stephen Fletcher. 
For the new housing developments 
in the parish, that people may feel 
welcomed among us. For Christopher 
Rawlins Church of England Primary 
School, and Phil Goldsworthy the 
Headteacher, as we look to explore 
expanding the school.

SATURDAY 5 St Francis, Banbury: 
John Goodman and Chris Gaynor. 
Pray for us as we think about how 
to be a more welcoming church, 
especially running our Everybody 
Welcome course in April. For deepening 
relationships with our local schools. 
Licensed Lay Ministers Forum.

MONDAY 7 St Hugh, Banbury: Anita 
Smith. For the Lent lunches in aid 
of Christian Aid, and the Lent group 
exploring the Lord’s Prayer. For ways of 
welcoming people into the new housing 
going up in the parish.

TUESDAY 8 St Leonard, Banbury: 
Sue Burchell. For all our activities 
during our 125th Anniversary. For 
fundraising for the new facilities. For 
the Bishop’s visit. For consultations 
with the local community regarding 
children’s activities to offset the closure 
of children’s centres. St Leonard’s 
School. Bishop Colin confirming at 
Abingdon School.

WEDNESDAY 9 St Mary, Banbury: 
Sue Newby, Jeff West and Roger 
Verrall. For our termly schools event, 
this one is Walk amongst the Easter 
People from March 14–18. For the 
three children who will be attending 
confirmation classes during March. St 
Mary’s School.

THURSDAY 10 St Paul, Banbury: 
Richard Power, Susan Johnston and 
Dennis Smith. For those involved in 
the selection and appointment of a 
new vicar after the passing of Revd 
Edward Coombs. That the Lord would 
comfort and support Edward’s family 
and strengthen the church with 
continued unity and faithfulness to 
Christ. For the congregation meeting 
on Bretch Hill estate, that lives would 
be transformed by God’s grace.

FRIDAY 11 Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: For the new 
vicar of the benefice and his wife, that 
they will have a happy and fruitful 
time. Bloxham School. Bishop John 
Went confirming at Downe House 
School.

SATURDAY 12 Bodicote: Sarah 
Sharp, Brian Gardner and Elizabeth 
Smith. For the church and its place 
within the community as it reaches out 
to welcome those moving onto the new 
housing estate. For the staff, pupils and 
governors of Bishop Loveday School. 
Diocesan Synod.

MONDAY 14 Deddington with 
Barford, Clifton and Hempton: 
Annie Goldthorp. For all our work 
with children and families across 
the benefice, especially for the new 
children’s service at Deddington, and 
the continued growth of Messy Church 
at Barford St Michael. Deddington 
School.

TUESDAY 15 Ironstone: John 
Reader, Hugh White and Trina 
Wilcock. For our schools work across 
the benefice. For the continued 
development of Café Church. 
Shenington School, Wroxton School.  
Bishop Alan confirming at Pipers 
Corner School. Bishop Andrew 
confirming in Bradfield Deanery.

WEDNESDAY 16 Shires’ Edge: Hilary 
Campbell. For links between Cropredy 
School and the parishes, including 
Prayer Spaces in Schools coming in 
April; for the Raising the Roof project 
in Cropredy.

THURSDAY 17 Wykeham: Ronald 
Hawkes, Elisabeth Hawkes and John 
Tattersall. For the plans to employ 
a part-time Youth Worker. For our 
various ways of reaching out into and 
creating links with the six communities 
we serve. Bishop Carpenter Academy.

FRIDAY 18 Newbury Deanery: Mark 
Bennet, John Hughesdon, Rachel 
Thorn, Philip Read and Roger Williams. 
For our intentional engagement with 
new community developments. For the 
successful operational launch of the 
rural food bank. 

SATURDAY 19 Lambourn Valley: 
Martin Cawte. For our Lent course 
based on the US (formerly USPG) 
course Migration and Movement, that 
we may be better informed about 
this very hot topic and able to hold 
together in love differing opinions 
about appropriate responses to what 
we discover. For our Palm Sunday 
rolling service, taking in All Saints, East 
Garston, St Michael and All Angels, 
Lambourn and St James, Eastbury. For 
our sunrise service which begins our 
Easter Day celebrations. Lambourn 
School.

MONDAY 21 West Downland: John 
Townend and Mary Harwood. For the 

 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT SERVICES:  The Sunday evening informal worship takes 
place on Sunday 6 March from 8pm - 9pm.                

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

  Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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continued growth of the Café Church 
in Great Shefford. For the successful 
progress of current refurbishment 
projects in our rural churches. 
Brightwalton School, Chaddleworth 
School, Shefford School, Welford and 
Wickham School.

TUESDAY 22 Greenham: David 
McLeod, John Bramhall, Brian Jones 
and Gemma Wilkinson. For our 
ministry with children and youth as 
we develop our vision for what God 
is doing in Greenham. Pray that God 
will guide us in serving and supporting 
the new community at the Racecourse 
development and those working on 
building the next stage.

WEDNESDAY 23 Hermitage: Rita 
Ball, Luci Heyn, Meg Kirby, Simon 
Thorn, Wendy Willoughby-Paul, Cathy 
Hawkins and Margaret Fisher. For our 
on-going engagement with Partnership 
for Missional Church, and Lent groups 
following the Pilgrim course on the 
Eucharist. St Mark’s School, Compton 
School, Hampstead Norreys School, 
Yattendon School.

THURSDAY 24 Maundy Thursday. 
Hungerford with Denford.

FRIDAY 25 Good Friday. East 
Downland: John Toogood, Douglas 
Dales, Denise Brown and William 
McDowell. For the work of our Mission 
Action Planning groups. For the 
creation of ‘Satellite Foodbank’. Beedon 
School, Stockcross School.

SATURDAY 26 St Nicolas, Newbury 
and St Mary, Speen: Will Hunter 
Smart, Will Briggs, Gill Briggs, 
Margaret Yates and Jane Sutton. For 
the benefice as it enters the second 
year since it was formed in April 2014. 
For the developments of links between 
St Nicolas’ and St Mary’s and for each 
church’s own life and mission. For the 
successful appointment of a Youth 
Minister for St Nicolas’ following 
interviews in March. St Nicolas School. 
Bishop Alan confirming at Aylesbury. 
Bishop Andrew confirming at Reading 
Minster.

MONDAY 28 St George and St 
John, Newbury: Paul Cowan, Debbie 
Davison, Terry Winrow and Elizabeth 
Pook. For St George’s as we complete 
our Renewable Energy Project and as 
we look to develop the mission of the 
church and nurture of those who come 
to us exploring faith. For St John’s 
as we develop our relationship with 

the wider community and explore 
opportunities for mission in the parish. 
St John the Evangelist School.

TUESDAY 29 Shaw cum 
Donnington: Marion Wood. For 
finding cover for the Rector’s maternity 
leave. For necessary roof repairs 
(funding and work). For growth of the 
congregation, especially families with 
children and the children’s choir. Shaw 
cum Donnington School.

WEDNESDAY 30 Thatcham: Mark 
Bennet, Pat Jones, Brenda Harland and 
Alec Gill. For our team ministry at this 
time: Pat, Brenda, Marion and Alec. 
Pray that Mark, our Rector, has an 
enriching and refreshing sabbatical. For 
creativity as we encourage discipleship 
within our church communities. For 
Thatcham Park school pupils, parents, 

staff and governors as we journey and 
challenge ourselves to grow faithfully 
together.

THURSDAY 31 Walbury Beacon: 
Rachel Lewis, Matthew Cookson 
and Sue Webster. For our six villages 
with their particular projects and for 
growing collaboration as the WBB 
family; for our three primary schools’ 
families of learners, those training for 
faith leadership roles in the churches, 
and those who pray with and for us; 
for all who serve within and without 
the church buildings and parish 
boundaries, building new partnerships 
and establishing friendships. Give 
thanks for the generosity of spirit 
and resource amongst our musicians, 
children and family worship leaders 
and the worship team serving Notrees 
(a home for the elderly). For all our 
leaders and followers, we ask for 
Christ’s grace, confidence and strength. 
Enborne School, St Mary’s School.

The Revd Debbie Oades will take up 
post as Vicar of St Michael and All Angels, 
Amersham on the Hill; The Revd Michael 
Saunders will take up post as Vicar of 
Hungerford with Denford; The Revd 
Christoph Lindner will take up post as 
Rector of Denham; The Revd Nicholas 
Cheeseman will be leaving his post as 
Vicar of Reading St Mark and All Saints and 
will be taking up the role as Area Director 
of Ordinands for Berkshire; The Revd 
Sharon Grenham-Thompson will take 
up post as Team Vicar in Watling Valley 
Partnership; The Revd Kevin Beer will 
take up post as Team Vicar of Wallingford; 
The Revd Rosemary Siebert will take up 
post as Associate Minister of Marcham with 

Garford and Shippon; The Revd Canon 
Andrew Wingfield Digby will be retiring 
from his post as Vicar of Oxford St Andrew; 
The Revd Brynn Bayman will be leaving 
his post as Assistant Curate in Training at 
Finchampstead; The Revd Sir Philip Watts 
will be retiring from his post as Priest in 
Charge at Waltham St Lawrence and moving 
to Permission to Officiate. 
The following have been given Permission to 
Officiate: The Revd Kevin Capelin-Jones; 
The Revd Julia Wright; The Revd Canon 
Jonathan Wilmot; The Revd Derek 
Barnes.
We recall with sadness the death of:  
The Revd Timothy Shepherd.

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold. 

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will  
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.     Amen.    

Our Bishops on Sundays 
 
SUNDAY 6 Lent 4.  Mothering Sunday. Bishop Alan 
confirming at Wycombe. 

SUNDAY 13 Lent 5.  Bishop Colin confirming at Radley 
College and St Aldate’s. 

SUNDAY 20 Palm Sunday. Bishop Alan confirming 

at Burnham and Slough. Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Barkham, Arborfield, Christchurch and Wargrave.

SUNDAY 27 Easter Day. Bishop Andrew confirming at All 
Saints, Ascot Heath.

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2016 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

Coming and Goings

Advert for the Door – March edition 

 

 

Building Conservation UK Ltd

Restoration and Conservation of 
Churches and Listed Buildings 

• Decoration • Lime Wash • 
• Painting • Rendering • 

• Lead Work • Stone Masonry • 
• Stone & Brick Cleaning • 

• Building Restoration & Repairs • 
• Roofi ng & Guttering •

0800 052 1030
www.buildingconservationukltd.com 

buildingconservationltd@hotmail.com
We work on Public Churches and Listed 

Buildings, through extensive Conservation Works, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Exmouth, Wales, London, 
Norfolk, Blyth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Bexhill-
on-Sea and numerous other Cities and Villages 

throughout the United Kingdom. 
Estimates and Advice FREE without obligation.

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in March

thedoorpost

Grave Talk: Wednesday 2 
March at 2.15pm at St Mary’s 
Church, Charlbury. Grave Talk 
is a simple way to help people 
in our community get together 
and talk about death and 
funerals in a relaxed café space. 
It is open to people of all faiths 

and doubts, any age, to articulate their own thoughts 
and feelings, share experiences or just to listen to others. 
Phone Revd Jan Fielden on 07986606548 for details.
 
Vocations Events: Saturday 5 March - Vocations 
Breakfast from 9am to 12 noon at St Nicolas Church, 
Earley. See www.vocations-breakfast-early.eventbrite.
co.uk or email vocationsenquiry@oxford.anglican.org.  
Wednesday 9 March - ‘Exploring Vocations: The Church 
of England from the inside’ at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Aylesbury from 8pm - 9.30pm. See http://
tinyurl.com/hhjqyfm or email vocationsenquiry@oxford.
anglican.org. 
 
SpiDir (Spiritual Direction) Network Day: 
Saturday 12 March from 10.30am to 4pm at St Nicolas 
Church, Earley. ‘With Unveiled Face: Shame, its causes, 
characteristics and cure’ with The Revd Dr Paul Goodliff. 
Contribution to cover costs: £32.84 . See http://tinyurl.
com/huaqbtq for details. 

Learning for Discipleship and Ministry Courses: 
Starting out in Preaching: This course is part of the 
Learning for Discipleship and Ministry courses run by 
the Diocese of Oxford. This day course will take place 
on Saturday 12 March from 10am to 4pm at St Paul’s 
Church, Banbury. Cost £20 (bring a packed lunch). 
Introducing the Church of England:  This day course 
will explain the history and structures of the Church of 
England to help us understand its unique DNA. The day 
will take place on Saturday 19 March from 10am to 4pm 
at Diocesan Church House. Cost £20 (bring a packed 
lunch). Email carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org or see 
www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk for details of both courses. 
 

Baptism Matters: The 
Archbishops’ Council’s 
work around baptism is 
now making an impact 
in churches up and 
down the country. Come  
along and find out more 
on 15 March at Hilton 
Hotel, Bracknell from 
10am to 4pm. This day 
is open to clergy, LLMs 
and all involved in 

family ministry. Cost: £50 plus vat (includes lunch and 
resources). See www.baptismmatters.org for details.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 4 March 2016.
FRIDAY 4 MARCH
Tylers Green: St Margaret’s Church 
are holding a ‘Women’s World Day of 
Prayer’ service at 1.45pm. The service 
is prepared by ladies in Cuba and 
the theme is ‘receive children receive 
me’. All are welcome (including men). 
Phone 01494 813254 for details. 
 
SATURDAY 5 MARCH
Prestwood: Celtic Music Concert by 
Moonrakers will take place at Holy 
Trinity Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10 from parish office. Phone 01494 
866530 for details. 
 
SUNDAY 6 MARCH
Hambleden: Blessed Living - The 
Beatitudes for today. Come along to 
St Mary the Virgin RG9 6RX at 6pm 
on Sundays during Lent to explore 
what the Beatitudes mean for us 
today.  See www.hambleden-valley-
churches.org.uk/ for details.
 
Oxford: Iffley Church are holding 
a short evening service at 6.30pm, 
followed by a Lent lecture at Iffley 
Church Hall at 7pm - ‘The Fellowship 
of Faith’. Email info@ocsg.uk.net for 
details.
 
SUNDAY 6 MARCH
Tilehurst: St Michael’s will be 
celebrating Mothering Sunday with 
a non-Eucharistic family service at 
9.30am. There is also a Eucharist at 
8am and a Eucharist, laying on of 
hands and anointing at 6.30pm.  

THURSDAY 10 MARCH
Holmer Green: Come and enjoy 
a bowl of homemade soup, a roll, 
homemade cake, tea or coffee all 
for £1.50 at Holmer Green Church 
Centre HP15 6XQ from 12.30pm to 
2pm. Also on Thursday 24 March 
from 12.30pm to 2pm.  Proceeds go 
to Rennie Grove Hospice Care. 
 
SUNDAY 13 MARCH
Oxford: Iffley Church are holding a 

short evening service 
at 6.30pm, followed 
by a Lent lecture at 
Iffley Church Hall 
at 7pm - ‘Till we 
have faces’. Email 
info@ocsg.uk.net for 
details. 
 
Bicester: St 
Edburg’s Church 
are holding a 
Spring concert at 
3.45pm. Tickets: £10 
(children £5) on the door.  
See www.trinitycamerata.org
 
SATURDAY 12 MARCH
Oxford: Sponsored Abseil at St Mary 
Magdalen Church OX1 3AE today 
to raise funds for Christian Aid. 
Phone 01865 246818 or see www.
christianaid.org.uk/abseil 

SUNDAY 13 MARCH
Uffington: A choral concert at 
St Mary’s Church at 4pm by The 
Faringdon Singers. Free entry. Phone 
01367 820230 for details. 

MONDAY 14 MARCH
Oxford: The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews talk ‘Making 
music holy’ with Alexander Massey 
at 7.30pm at Harris Manchester 
College, OX1 3TD.  Email: oxfordccj@
gmail.com for detais. 

FRIDAY 18 MARCH
Oxford: Music and worship over 
Passiontide at Merton College Chapel 
OX1 4JD is on from today until 20 
March. See www.merton.ox.ac.uk/
passiontide for details. 
 
Banbury: ‘Darkness and Light’ - 
What is happening in the Muslim 
World? An evening of exploration 
and discovery for Christians led 
by Canon Richard Cook. Begins 
at 7.15pm to 9.45pm at St 
Francis Church OX16 1FA. Email 
cookingwok@gmail.com for details. 

SUNDAY 20 MARCH
Cookham: Holy Trinity Church 
service at 6.30pm - Schutz ‘St Luke 
Passion’. Email sarawood44@hotmail.
com for details. 

WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH
Burghfield: St Mary’s Church RG30 
3TG are holding a Spring concert 
‘Vivace Voices’ at 2.30pm. Admission 
£3 on the door (includes programme 
and afternoon tea). Email daphne@
perridge.net for details. 

GOOD FRIDAY 25 MARCH
Headington: All Saints Church OX3 
7AU are holding a three hour service 
from 12 noon - 3pm. Preacher: 
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher OBE 
(Bishop of Dorchester and Acting 
Bishop of Oxford). Please enter 
and leave the church during the 
singing of a hymn if you cannot 
stay for the whole service. See www.
allsaintsheadington.org.uk 
 
Oxford: ‘Journey to the Cross’: An 
all-age, processional and interactive 
service for families at Christ Church 
Cathedral from 12 noon - 1pm. 
Phone 01865 276155 or see www.
chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 

EASTER DAY SUNDAY 27 MARCH
Cookham: Holy Trinity Church 
are holding a celebration for Easter 
Day at 6.30pm. Email sarawood44@
hotmail.com for details.

‘Journey to the Cross’ service at Christ Church Cathedral

e-mail sales@genesiscars.org.uk  
or visit us online at genesiscars.org.uk

Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238

GenesisCars
Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.

Just tell us what you are looking for, an idea of your 
budget, then sit back, relax and let us do the rest

£14995
FROM ONLY2015 / 15 Reg 

VW Golf (mk7) 
1.6 TDi Match £2995

ONLY
2009 / 09 Reg
Vauxhall Corsa 
1.0 Active 3dr 
Black 60k miles

£6695
FROM

2013 Vauxhall 
Zafira 1.7 CDTi  
Eco flex Exclusive 
Choice of Colour£4995

ONLY
2009 / 59 Reg 
Skoda Octavia  
1.6 TDi CR S estate 
Silver 80k miles

Great 
Value

Limited Stock!!

Save over 

£6910
on cost 
when new!

7 Seater

£30 
Road 
Tax

Job Advert: St � omas’ Church Colnbrook
Part-Time Family and Children’s worker

We are looking for a person to play a key role in our mission and 
ministry amongst children and families in Colnbrook. 

� e job will include:
• Building relationships with families and children in and around St 

� omas’ Church and the village of Colnbrook, and nurturing them 
in the Christian faith

• Taking a lead role in the monthly “Fun on Sunday” service at St. 
� omas’

We are looking for the following attributes:
• Suitable experience of working with children and families in an 

educational, pastoral and church context – a teaching quali� cation 
or other relevant formal quali� cation would be desirable

• An Occupational Requirement exists for the post-holder to be a 
committed Christian and regular church attender

Terms & Conditions
� is is a part-time post: 16 hours per week; salary is £8,880 p.a.
Applying for the Job
Interested candidates should contact the Vicar of Colnbrook & Datchet, 
Revd. Peter Wyard for further details and how to apply:  
peter.wyard@btinternet.com or 01753 580467 

� e deadline for applications is March 31, 2016 


